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JennT. Grace

Mona Elyafi with Katie Couric, 2016

one to take notice of, as long
as her clients are aware of her
dedication and what the com-
pany is capable of. Above all,
Elyafi is proud of the fact that
ILDK Media is an homage to
her grandmother — the agency's
name is Elyafi's grandmother’s
initials. She passed away in
2003, a year before Elyafi start-
ed the company. “T was telling
her that T was going to start it,
but she didn’t see it come to fru-
ition. I know she watches over
me, so I think she knows,” Elyafi
said.

Elyafi has been married
to her wife for four years, and
they’ve been together for almost

nine. As an out woman running

James R. Nowlin Dina Proto

her own company, she believes it's
critical, especially nowadays, to give
women a voice.

“I’'s important for us to have
role models, to be inspired, and
see that nothing is impossible and
we're all the same. I think we're all
equal,” she says. “As publicists and
storytellers, it is crucial we get those
stories out because it allows people
to relate and connect with our com-
munity. Those stories show us that
while we're all different, we're also
all the same. I want to believe we're
opening the door for people to

more open-minded and tolerant.” ™

Publish YOUR Purpose
How Authorship Impacts Your

Mark David Gibson

Giovanni’s Room Bookstore
puUBLISH  TheOldest LGBTQ & Feminist Bookstore in the Country

‘ YOUR Wednesday August 15,2018
m PURPOSE  5:30PM-7:30PM
PRESS 345 S. 12th Street (10 min. walk from NGLCC host hotel)

Questions: jenn@publishyourpurposepress.com
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